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Amendments to the Claims 

The Claims and their present statuses after entry of the Claims filed 27 June 2003, are: 



1-39. (Nonelected and cancelled) 

39, A composition of matter comprising DNA, additionally comprising compaction agent 
selected from the group consisting of: basic polypeptides, polyamines, trivalent and tetravalent 
metal ions substantially free of added nucleases, and containing less than 3% by weight RNA 
and comprising a stripping solution selected from the group consisting of alcohols, salt solutions 
and mixtures thereof . 

40. A composition of Claim 39 additionally comprising less than 0,0001 weight% RNAse. 

41 .A composition of Claim 39 comprising a plasmid DNA encoding proteins for use as a 
vaccine, 

42. A composition of Claim 41 wherein the protein comprises influenza proteins. 

43. The composition of Claim 39 additionally comprising a content of eukaryotic ribonucleases 
of less than 0. 1 % by weight, 

44. (Cancelled) A composition of Claim - 39 comprising l e ss than about 0.1 Units e ndotox in pe r 
microgram plasmid DNA (EU/txg or lE/^g) . [II 34 ] 

45. A composition of Claim 39 comprising less than 03 Units endotoxin per microgram plasmid 
DNA (EU/^tg or lE/^g). [11-36] 

46. (Cancelled) A c o mp o sition of Claim 39 c o mprising l e ss than 0,1 Units endotoxin p e r 
microgram plasmid DNA (EU/ | ig or lE/^ig), [II 37] 
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47. (Cancelled) 

48. (Canceled) 

49* (Currenlly Amended) A composition of Claim 39 additionally comprising compaction agent 
selected from the group consisting of: polylysine, protamine, spermidine, spermine, cadaverine 
hexammine cobalt, chloropentammine cobalt, chromium (HI)), netropsin, distamycin, 
lexitropans, DAPI (4\ 6 diamino 2-phenylindol and manganese chloride. 

50. (Cancelled) A composition of Claim 39 additionally comprising c o mpaction ag o nt -se l e ct e d - 
from - th e group conoisting of: - basic polypeptides, polyamines, trivalent and t e travalent m ot al 

5 1 . (Currently Amended) A composition of Claim 39 — additionally comprising compaction 
agent selected from the group consisting of: basic polypeptides, polyamines, trivalent and 
tetravalent metal ions (i. e . h e xammine cobalt, chlorop e ntammin e cobalt, chromium (Ill)X 
n e tropsin. - distamyein, lexitropans, DAPI ('I', 6 diamino 2 ph e nylindol), beronil, p e ntamidin e^ 
and mangane s e chlorid e, 

52. (Amended) A composition of Claim 39 additionally comprising compaction agent selected 
from the group consisting of: polylysine^ protamine, spermidine, spermine, cadaverine 
hexammine cobalt, chloropentammine cobalt, chromium (III)), netropsin, distamycin, 
lexitropans, DAPI (4\ 6 diamino 2-phenylindoI and manganese chloride. 



53. (Cancelled) A compo s ition of Claim 39 additionally comprising compact i on ag e nt - sel e cted 
from the group consi s ting of: bas i c polypeptid e s, polyamincD, tri - val e nt - and tetraval e nt metal 
ions ? 
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54. (Amended) A composition of Claim additionally comprising compaction agent selected from 
the group consisting of: hexammine cobalt, chloropentammine cobalt chromium (IH) ), 
netropsin, distamvcin, iexitropans. DAPI (4\ 6 diamino 2-phenvtindol), berenlK pentamidine, 
and manganese chloride basic polypeptid e s^ polyamines, trival e nt and totravalent m o tal ions fi^e^ 
h e xammine cobalt, chloropontammino cobalt, chromiun> < III)), notropsinr diGtamycin ; 
l e xitr - opan s , DAPI (4 6 diamine 2 phenyl indol), b e r e nil, p e ntamidine, and mangan ese chlorid e, 

55. (Amended) A composition of Claim 39 additionally comprising compaction agent selected 
from the group consisting of; polylysine, protamine, spermidine, spermine, cadaverine 
hexammine cobalt, chloropentammine cobalt, chromium (III)), netropsin, distamycin, 
lexitropans, DAPI (4% 6 diamino 2-phenyIindol} and manganese chloride. 

56. A composition of Claim 39 substantially free of animal-derived proteins and of non-host- 
derived ribonucleases. 

57. A composition of Claim 41 substantially free of animal-derived proteins and of non-host- 
derived ribonucleases. 

58. (Cancelled) 

59. (Newly added) A composition of Claim 39 wherein the stripping solution comprises ethanoL 

60. (Newly added) A composition of Claim 39 wherein the stripping solution comprises a salt 
that raises ionic strength. 

6L (Newly added) A composition of Claim 39 wherein the stripping solution comprises a salt 
selected from the group consisting of NaCl and KCl. 

62. (Newly Added) A composition of matter comprising DNA, comprising compaction agent 
selected from the group consisting of: basic polypeptides, polyamines, trivalent and tetravalent 
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metal ions substantially free of added nucleases, and containing less than 3% by weight RNA 
and of sufficiently low ionic strength that the DNA is substantially insoluble* 

63, (Newly added) A composition of Claim 39 additionally comprising a chelating agent 
selected from the group consisting of: 

EDTA (ETHYLENEDIAMINETETRAACETIC ACID): 

Nitrilotriacetic acid, NTA: N(CH2COOH)3 

Hydroxyethylethylenediaminetriacetic acid, HEDTA;=20 

(HOOCH2C)2NCH2CH2N(CH2COOH)(CH2CH20H) 

Diethyienetriaminepentaacetic acid, DTPA:=20 

(HOOCH2C)2NCH2CH2N(NCH2COOH)CH2CH2N(CH2COOH)2 

1 .2- Diaminopropanetetraacetic acid, 1 ,2-PDTA 
(HOOCH2C)2NCH(CH3)CH2N(CH2COOH)2 

1.3- Diaminopropanetetraacetic acid, 1,3-PDTA: 
(HOOCH2C)2NCH2CH2CH2N(CH2COOH)2 

2,2^B4-Ethylenedioxybis[ethyHminodi(acetic acid)], EGTA:^20 
(HO0CH2C)2NCH2CH2OCH2CH2OCH2CH2N(CH2CO0H)2 

B is(carboxymethy l)diaza- 1 8-crown-6, 

(H0OCH2C)N(CH2CH2OCH2CH2OCH2CH2)2N(CH2C0OH) 
1 , 1 0-bis(2-pyridylmetyi)- 1 ,4,7, 1 0-tetmazadecane, BPTETA:-=20 and 

(C6H4N)CH2NHCH2CH2NHCH2CH2NHCH2CH2NHCH2(C6H4N) 
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